
					

SENTENCE AND PUNCTUATION  
AF5 Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and 
effect  
In most independent writing he/she can:  

use an increasing range of sentence structures 
(e.g. sound effects in short sentences).  

use a variety of adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, 
therefore).  

use conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, 
so, because) to show time and cause.   

use prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, 
because of) to show time and cause.   

AF6 write with technical accuracy of syntax 
and punctuation in phrases, clauses and 
sentences  
In most independent writing he/she can:  

use capital letters accurately in sentences.  

use full stops accurately in sentences.  

use question marks accurately in sentences.  

use exclamation marks accurately in sentences.  

show an awareness of commas in sentences.  

use inverted commas to indicate speech.  

TEXT STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION 
AF3 – organise and present whole texts 
effectively, sequencing and structuring 
information, ideas and events 
AF4 – construct paragraphs and use cohesion 
within and between paragraphs 
In most independent writing he/she can:  

openings and closings are usually signalled in 
his/her writing.  

use paragraphs or sections to group related 
material (although may be abrupt or disjointed).   
  
make some attempts to sequence ideas and 
material logically.  

organise his/her ideas with some related points 
placed next to each other/around a theme.  

use some organisational devices (e.g. headings, 
sub-headings).  

VOCABULARY AND WORD 
Word 
In most independent writing he/she can:  

form nouns using the prefix super– 

form nouns using the prefix anti– 

form nouns using the prefix auto– 

use the determiners a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel 
(e.g. a rock, an open box) 

know word families based on common words to 
help him/her understand how words are related 
(e.g. solve, solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble) 

AF7 – select appropriate and effective 
vocabulary 
In most independent writing he/she can:  

use simple and generally age-appropriate 
vocabulary (may be a limited range).   

make some attempt to use words for effect or 
occasion.  

propose changes to vocabulary to improve 
consistency and nuances.  
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COMPOSITION  
AF1 – write imaginative, interesting and 
thoughtful texts 
AF2 – produce texts which are appropriate 
to task, reader and purpose 
In most independent writing he/she can:  

plan writing by discussing ideas and recording 
ideas.  

establish the main purpose at a general level. 
  
include relevant ideas and content sometimes 
developed with detail added in parts (although 
may be imbalanced – mainly led by dialogue).  

elaborate on basic information and events.  

attempt to adopt a viewpoint (though it may 
often not be maintained or consistent).  

make some attempt to establish appropriate 
style whist paying attention to the reader.  

with increasing independence write:  
narratives, create settings, character and plot.  
description. 
recounts.  
instructions.  
poetry.  
information.  
non-chronological reports.  
explanation.  
persuasion.  

DRAFTING AND EDITING 
AF8 -  how  to plan, revise & evaluate 
writing 
plan writing by discussing similar writing, in 
order to understand & learn from its structure, 
vocabulary & grammar. 

compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue).  

proof-read to check for spelling & punctuation 
errors at Y3 level.  

read aloud what they have written with 
appropriate intonation, controlling tone and 
volume, to make the meaning clear.  

assess the effectiveness of their writing and 
suggest improvements - with teachers.  

TERMINOLOGY AND HANDWRITING 
Terminology 
He/she understands and uses these words: 

word family. 
conjunction.	
adverb.	
preposition. 
direct speech.	
inverted commas.	
prefix.	
consonant. 	
vowel. 	
clause. 	
subordinate clause.  

Handwriting & Presentation 

In most writing he/she demonstrates a legible style, 
shows accurate and consistent letter formation and is 
sometimes joined.  


