
 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,                                                                   3rd February 2021 
 
I wanted to write to you to give you an update on how things are in school at the 
moment.  I think it is fair to say that this lockdown is far harder than any other that we 
have had to go through, and I appreciate that home schooling is very difficult too and 
we are trying to support families as much as we possibly can.   Staff in school are 
also finding things hard, as they juggle teaching groups in school and 
setting/monitoring learning at home.  
 
One thing we are also finding hard is the sheer numbers of children we have in 
school.  On a daily basis we are averaging at 150, although in reality it is much 
higher as I’m aware some children come in to school only on certain days. 
 
Government guidance clearly states that the purpose of lockdown is to reduce social 
contact.  I am aware that there cannot be many other professions where adults come 
into contact with just over 15 different family households.  We are also asked by the 
government to run our bubbles in small groups and where children are old enough, 
to space them out in classrooms. 
 
With this in mind, we held a Governing Body meeting last night, where this was 
raised, as I believe that we are running very close to capacity, but I’m also aware 
that the Government is also asking us not to limit numbers for key worker families. 
 
We have therefore decided that from now on, if parents/carers are to request places 
in school, the following criteria needs to be applied to ensure we are keeping 
everyone safe: 
 
1) Wherever possible, we should limit bubble registers to 17. 
2) We should risk assess whether we can physically fit new children into the        
classroom space, whilst maintaining social distancing 
3) Key worker families, whose parents have absolutely no other way of looking after 
their children ie, child care bubbles/support bubbles, will from now on be prioritised. 
 
I am aware that this may mean that we say no to some families, and the 
conversations that we are having at the moment are that parents are worried that 
they aren’t coping with the remote learning.  We will endeavour, as we always do, to 
support you, so please don't struggle alone, ring school, and we will do whatever we 
can to support you at home.  Please do not put pressure on yourselves as parents, 
your mental health is so important, as well as the children’s.  When we do return fully 
to school, we will be assessing children's gaps in learning and addressing these and 
probably revisiting some of the learning we have set over the lockdown period.   



 
 

 

 
 
What I’m trying to say is, please don't let this burden or worry you, that’s our job, and 
we will work tirelessly for the rest of the year to ensure your child has the best 
education possible. 
 
If you have any questions or queries following this letter, please don't hesitate to ring 
school and we are happy to talk to you. 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
Kerry Lilico     Chair of Governors 
Executive Head Teacher   Stephenson Memorial Primary School 
 
 


