
	

SENTENCE AND PUNCTUATION  
AF5 Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect  
In most independent writing he/she can:  
some variation in sentence structure through a range of 
openings e.g. some time later,  speech. 

sentences are mostly grammatically sound by having 
consistent verb tenses.  

sentences are mostly grammatically sound through the use 
of a consistent person.  

use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, why, 
or whose 

indicate degrees of possibility using modal verbs (e.g. might, 
should, will, must) or adverbs (e.g. perhaps, surely) 

AF6 write with technical accuracy of syntax and 
punctuation in phrases, clauses and sentences  
In most independent writing he/she can:  
demarcate his/her sentences accurately throughout the text 
(full stops, capital letters, question marks and exclamation 
marks and commas).  

use inverted commas to denote speech generally accurately, 
and other speech punctuation is used.  

use apostrophes accurately to mark singular and plural 
possession (e.g. the girl’s name, the boys’ boots).  

use commas after fronted adverbials (e.g. Later that day, I 
heard the bad news.)   

use of punctuation for parenthesis (brackets, commas or 
dashes) 

use of semi-colons to separate clauses.  

TEXT STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION 
AF3 – organise and present whole texts 
effectively, sequencing and structuring 
information, ideas and events 
AF4 – construct paragraphs and use 
cohesion within and between paragraphs 
In most independent writing he/she can:  

use paragraphs/sections help to organise 
content e.g. main idea usually supported or 
elaborated by following sentences.  

sequence ideas logically but overall 
direction of writing may not always be 
clearly signalled 

organise ideas simply with a fitting opening 
and closing, sometimes linked.  

use a wide range of devices to build 
cohesion with in & across paragraphs e.g. 
the next day, in conclusion.although 
transitions may be awkward or abrupt. 

chose appropriate pronoun or noun within 
and across sentences to aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition. 

link ideas across paragraphs using 
adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. 
nearby), number (e.g. secondly) or tense 
choices (he had seen her before) 

use further organisational & presentational 
devices to structure text & guide the reader 
e.g. headings, bullet point, underlining.

VOCABULARY AND WORD 
Word 
In most independent writing he/she can:  
convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffix  
–ate.  
convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffix  
–ise.  
convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffix  
–ify.  

understand and use verb prefix dis– 
understand and use verb prefix de–.  
understand and use verb prefix mis– 
understand and use verb prefix over–.  
understand and use verb prefix re–.  

AF7 – select appropriate and effective 
vocabulary  
In most independent writing he/she can:  
some deliberate selection of phrases &  
vocabulary choices (e.g. technical 
terminology or vivid language such as 
poisonous or nobly.  

progressively build varied and rich vocabulary 
e.g. crescent, spontaneous 

be aware of the difference between structures 
typical of informal speech & structures 
appropriate for formal speech & writing e.g. 
question tags -  He’s your friend, isn’t he? Or 
the use of subjunctive forms in very formal 
writing e.g. The school rules demean that 
pupils not enter the gym at lunchtime.  
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COMPOSITION  
AF1 – write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts 
AF2 – produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader and 
purpose 
In most independent writing he/she can:  

main purpose of writing is clear and incorporates relevant content to 
inform or engage reader.  

some ideas and material developed in 
detail e.g. descriptions elaborated by adverbial & noun phrases.  

straightforward viewpoint generally established and maintained.  

contrasting opinions may be presented & some use of expert comment 
may be used to suggest credibility e.g. writing in role as a scientist. 

make some attempts at appropriate style, with attention to reader e.g. 
slogan in leaflet.  

some use of stylistic features support purpose e.g. use of similes. 

in writing narratives, consider how authors have developed characters & 
setting in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed e.g. 
flashbacks. 
  
in writing narratives, describe settings, characters & atmosphere, 
integrating dialogue to convey character & advance the action.  

attempt to include main features of a selected form, showing an 
awareness of the reader and writing at length, including: 
Narrative  
Description 
Recounts 
Poetry 
Information 
Non-chronological reports 
Explanation 
Persuasion 

DRAFTING AND EDITING 
AF8 -  how  to plan, revise & evaluate 
writing 
In most independent writing he/she 
can:  

note & develop initial ideas. 

plan their writing by identifying the 
audience for & purpose of writing, 
selecting form & using other similar writing 
as models. 

draft & write by selecting appropriate 
grammar & vocabulary, understanding 
how such choices change & enhance 
meaning. 

assess the effectiveness of their own & 
others’ writing 

propose changes to vocabulary, grammar 
& punctuation to enhance effects & clarify 
meaning. 

ensure consistent & correct use of tense 
throughout writing.  

ensure correct subject & verb agreement 
when using singular & plural, 
distinguishing between the languages of 
speech & writing & choosing the 
appropriate register. 

perform their own compositions using 
appropriate intonation, volume & 
movements so that meaning is clear. 

proof-read for spelling & punctuation 
errors at Y5 level. 

TERMINOLOGY AND 
HANDWRITING 
Terminology 
He/she understands and uses 
the words: 

relative clause 

modal verb 

relative pronoun 

parenthesis 

bracket 

dash 

cohesion 

ambiguity	

Handwriting & Presentation 

In most writing he/she can 
maintain legibility in joined 
handwriting when writing at 
speed. 


