
Project on a page - Autumn 2

Project Summary: Project Launch: Essential Question: Vocabulary

To look at the effects of winter on 
people and the environment.

Science investigation- Monsters 
trapped in ice.

What adventures happen at winter 
time?

Christmas vocab, seasons, similarities and 
differences.

Industry Experts: Outdoor Learning Links: Culture & Diversity: Career/ Entrepreneurial Opportunities: 

Teachers, thrive staff, parents. Forest school, School environment. Christmas, Diwali, remembrance 
day, bonfire night

Money at Christmas time

Mini Outcome 1: Who lives in your house? ( Family)

Curriculum Areas: Art & Design, Communication and Language. 

Can you make a fire safety poster?

Mini Outcome 2: Facts ( Likes and Dislikes)

Curriculum Areas: Communication and Language

Can you tell your family some facts about Diwali?

Mini Outcome 3

Curriculum Areas: Art and Design Peer Critique & Multiple Drafting: Be Kind, Be helpful. 

Can we make a Christmas gift for our family?

Early Years- Medium Term Plan 



EAD

Make a fire safety 
poster to show the 
wonders of bonfire 
night.  

Observational Focuses

Dates: 2.11.20
Books:
Science investigation
Bonfire night.Literacy

Introduce story of 
‘Hovis the 
Hedgehog’. 

Talk for Writing. Can 
children innovate?

Listen to Fireman Sam’s videos of 
staying safe on Bonfire Night.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5x_87tg8fmw&list=PLqRDOA2
DTibAKBeCudbUFtQ6WDUCuyqG
g 

Introduce instructions 
and purpose. Can 
children create 
instructions?

Children to place 
instructions in order 
and story of Hovis 
the Hedgehog.

 

Mathematics

Numeral order for 
instructions. 

Sets - can 
children sort the 

fireworks into 
sets? 

Beginning with 
exact matches o 

moving onto 
similarities and 
odd ones out. 

Which item 
doesn’t have a 
match?

CLL/PSED

Children to listen to 
story and instructions 

with interest. 
Can answer 

comprehension 
questions linked to 

texts read. 
Beginning to 

understand how and 
why questions (linked 
to science). Begin to 
understand concepts 
of big/little. Children 
to move freely and 

with pleasure to 
follow a trail copying 

directions.

EAD/ UTW
Introduction of ‘Ice’ 
and cold project 
theme and asking 
and testing 
predictions in 
science. Children to 
begin to answer how 
and why questions 
linked to what they 
have witnessed. 
Making fireworks 
and painting on ice 
to create different 
patterns. 
Can children explain 
why it is important to 
stay safe?

PD/ H&SC

Mark making bonfire 
night patterns.
Writing in the snow. Can 
begin to sort ice cubes 
according to colour using 
tweezers. Children can 
begin to recognise 
danger and understand 
the need for clothing. 
Children understand that 
the use of sparklers 
needs to be done safely. 

1 Week:
● Beginning to answer why and how questions; can

Answer a variety of questions; begins to understand
How and why. 

● Children can begin to recognise danger and 
         Understand sparklers (tools) need to be used safely

● Adult led activity - making firework pictures for a
Poster on fire safety.

● Number recognition - can children match amount to 
         numeral. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5x_87tg8fmw&list=PLqRDOA2DTibAKBeCudbUFtQ6WDUCuyqGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5x_87tg8fmw&list=PLqRDOA2DTibAKBeCudbUFtQ6WDUCuyqGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5x_87tg8fmw&list=PLqRDOA2DTibAKBeCudbUFtQ6WDUCuyqGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5x_87tg8fmw&list=PLqRDOA2DTibAKBeCudbUFtQ6WDUCuyqGg


Family

Children to tell 
their family some 

diwali facts.

Observational Focuses

Dates: 9.11.20
Books:
Diwali, Winter

Literacy

Introduce non 
fiction factual 
texts - Winter 
and Diwali. 
What have we 
learned about 
the celebration 
and time of 
year?
Look at 
similarities and 
differences 
between text 
types. 

 

Mathematics

What’s my 
rule? People 
sort. Children 

to look at 
similarities 

and 
differences 
between 

themselves 
and diwali 

culture. 
Shoe sort. 

CLL/PSED

Children to consider 
people who are 

special to them and 
importance of being 
kind. Can play in a 

group and extend to 
role play area, 

including sitting on 
cushions and praying; 
confident in talking to 

other children. 
Discuss the 

importance and 
significance of Diwali. 
Understands use of 

Diwali objects. 
Festival of Light. 

Learn new 
vocabulary of people 

and objects.

EAD/ UTW

Hand crafts - 
making patterned 

hand 
prints.Making 

shadows and own 
musical 

instruments..
Diwali related dancing 
and singing games. 
Explores colour: sets 
and in mark making - to 
celebrate light. Create 
movement in response 
to music. Imitate what 
adults do, use avilable 
resoirces to create 
props.

PD/ H&SC

Painting with sticks 
(natural resources). 

Turns pages in a book, 
sometimes several at 

once to support learning. 
Shows control in holding 

mark making tools. 
Imitates drawing simple 
shapes using fine gross 
motor skills. Children to 

try diwali foods and 
winter foods. Velcrow 

block building.

1 Week:
● Learn new vocabulary related to Diwali 
● Diwali related singing and games and dances. 
● Create movement in response to music. 
● Turn pages of information books to learn more 

         About festival of Diwali. 
● Eat with a spoon foodstuff.
● Understand use of Diwali objects.



Creating 
remembrance day 

crafts. Can children 
retell why it is 

important and link to 
own experience?

Observational Focuses

Dates: 16.11.20
Books:
Remembrance Day. Winnie in winter

Literacy

Asking questions 
- what children 
remember. Why 
do we remember 
remembrance? 
Introduce 
importance - who 
is important to 
you?

Introducing 
Winnie in Winter - 
soldiers would 
fight in these 
times too. 
Can children 
innovate story 
linked to 
experiences. 

 

Mathematics

Linking numbers 
to objects, 

actions, ideas, 
symbols. Using 
number blocks 

and dots - 
similar to the 

core of poppies. 

Different 
orientation of 

dots and 
buttons. 

Partitioning 
numbers. 

CLL/PSED

Discuss the 
importance of 
WW2. How 

would you feel if 
you could not 

see your family? 
Why do you think 
we no longer hurt 
each other? Can 

retell a simple 
past in correct 
order. Build up 

vocabulary.

EAD/ UTW

Mirrors and 
simple 
reflection. 
Target practice 
outside.  Making 
own igloo. 
Using aliminium 
foil to create 
patterns of 
objects outside. 
Making icycles.

PD/ H&SC

Fun games - 
team games 

linked to working 
well as a team. 

Observe effects 
of activity on 

body.

1 Week:
● Storytelling - template - writing.
● Draw characters in story. 
● Talk about how/why things happen - noticing 

Detailed features in the environment. 
● Ordering day - People and Communities

         Speaking
● SSC - anticipate time  based events



Science
Children to predict 

and test which 
material will make 
the best house.

Observational Focuses

Dates: 23.11.20
Books:
Percy the park keeper one snowy night, 
10 little lights.

Literacy

Introduce 
key texts for 
the week. 

Action 
songs and 
beginning of 
body 
percussion 
in phonics.. 

 

Mathematics

Can children 
count the 10 little 

lights? To use 
10-frames and 
dots to support. 
Children to play 
number games - 

can they 
represent the 

number?
Can children use 

this to support 
them with buttons 

used on 
snowman? Match 

the snowflake 
number with pom 

poms. 

CLL/PSED

Childre to use 
prepositions to 

identify 
location of 

snowflakes. 

Children to 
discuss 

clothing we 
use in winter. 

How do 
clothes 

change?

EAD/ UTW

Magnetic games. 
Can children 
retrieve the lost 
key? 
Snowflake crafts. 
Children to recap 
knowledge of ice 
and water and 
what happens in 
winter. 
Children to 
develop 
questioning and 
encourage them 
to ask. 

PD/ H&SC

Snowman 
tracing. 
Children to use a 
variety of 
construction 
materials to build 
3 little pigs 
house. Using 
cups to build a 
big structure. 

1 Week:
● Prepositions
● Similarities and differences - clothes.
● Creative - ordinal numbers - beginning, middle

Endings
● Numeral and quantities - count buttons. 



Family 

Children to make a 
Christmas gift for 

their families.

Observational Focuses

Dates: 30.12.20
Books:
Christmas story, the gruffalo’s child 
stickman, Jolly postman, NativityLiteracy

Introduce ‘Nativity’ 
(Myths and Legends) 
- discuss importance 
of this time of year to 
Christians and 
others. 

Look at variety of 
stories by Julia 
Donaldson - what 
could we innovate 
them to be?

Children to look at 
the ‘Elves and the 
Shoemaker’ - 
children to use show 
knowledge to support 
in maths.

Use of body 
percussion.  

 

Mathematics

Comparing sets 
and use of 

language to do this 
including bigger, 

smaller, less than, 
more than, equal 

to, etc. 

To build on 
knowledge of 

number and sorting 
to count reindeer 
and differences 

between reindeer, 
elves and Santa. 

Ordering shoes in 
order of size and 

associated 
vocabulary. 

CLL/PSED

Discuss the 
importance to 

families, 
discuss 

traditions and 
why we try to 
keep others 

happy by giving 
presents. 

Children to sing 
Christmas 

songs. 

EAD/ UTW

Movement, hot 
and cold and 
caring for the 
environment - 

science 
investigations. 
Role play post 

office. 
Decorating 

Christmas tree 
and candy 

canes. 
Christmas 

themed crafts.

PD/ H&SC

Write a letter to 
Santa and a card 

for parents. 
Investigating car 
ramps - forces 
and magnetic 

blocks. Building a 
snowman.

3 Weeks:
● Fun crafts
● Writing/mark making - Christmas cards/letters to

Santa.
● People and communities - Christmas = a special

         Time of year.
● Shoe sort - maths.
● Language of size and amounts.
● UTW - science investigation.
● Construction - friction.





Literacy
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Regular Opportunities: 
Different Genres - making children 
aware. 
Adding sounds to stories using musical 
instruments.
Storyboard - model and assist children 
to order and identify beginning, middle 
and end.
Match key facts.
Draw own story map. 
Act out story. 
Repeats and fills in missing words and 
phrases

Instructions - how to stay safe on bonfire night.

Fairy tales - links to maths and science. 

Fiction - storiesNon- Fiction - Information texts

Fiction - Myths and Legends





Week 1Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Sets...
Regular 
opportunities to 
place objects into 
sets.. Based on 1 
attribute. 
Cars
Mini bears
Clothing

Can you find the 
matching items? 
Exact matches and 
similar matches. 
Increase size of 
collection. Remove 
items. Which one 
doesn’t have a 
match?

Everyday 
opportunities:
Signing in 
Question of 
the day, daily 
routine, days 
of the week
0-10 number 
line..

Children to guess matching attribute of 
a set of objects that rest of a collection 
do not have. Look for commonalities. 
Over time, children to begin leading 
game.

People sort - begin with binary groups 
e.g. white shirts/non white shirts; 
moving into some white, not all white. 
See how groups change. 

Shoe sort - children 
take shoes off - group 
into different sets e.g. 
velcor, laces, boots, 
etc.

Leaf sort - children to 
sort leaves into 
different categories 
e.g. shape, size, 
colour.

Key texts:
5 Creatures
Shoes, Shoes, Shoes
Is it larger? Is it 
Smaller?, Shapes, 
Shapes, Shapes.
Goldilocks and the 3 
Bears
The 3 Little Pigs
A Lost Button - Frog 
and Toad are Friends
Are you my mother?
A mother for Choco
Is your Mama a 
Llama?
Anno’s Counting Book
10 Black Dots
Count and See
Splash
One Gorilla
Fish Eyes
Over in the Meadow
This Jazz Man
10 in the Bed
5 Little Monkeys
10,9,8
10 Minutes Till 
Bedtime
One is a Snail, 10 is a 
Crab
Hippos Go Beserk
More, Fewer, Less

Sorting Problems.

Week 7

Link numbers to 
objects, ideas, 
actions, symbols: 
count, draw, finger 
write, bang drum, 
clap, jump. Use of numberblocks 

and NCETM 
resources.

Number scavenger 
hunt

Making 10-frames 
use dot cards

Name that number - 
children visually 
begin to identify 
numbers.

Match that number - 
adult to call out, 
children to use 
fingers etc to 
represent.

Dot Card Games
Song/Movement
Board Games



Activities:
Use of puppets.
Observe and sort 
things using senses.
Find similarities and 
differences between 
things.
Ask questions.
Predict what might 
happen next.
Test to see what 
happens. 

Key texts:
Fairy tales: The 
Gingerbread Man
Goldilocks and the 3 
Bears
Rapunzel (lots of links 
to maths)

Ice melting. Project 
Launch: Oh no! 
Animals have got lost 
in the classroom. 
Can you help to find 
them and rescue 
them? Animals 
trapped in ice. What 
will we do?

Week 1
Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6
Week 7

Making 
shadows - 
torches and 
simple light 
sources.

Mirrors and 
Simple 
reflection

What things 
are made of 
and what 
they can do.

How heat 
and cold can 
affect things.

Links to P.E.

How things 
move; what 
causes 
movement?

How to take 
care of the 
environment.

Magnetic 
Games



Phonics 
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Revisit and 
Review 
environmental 
sounds

Instrumental 
Sounds

Body 
Percussion

Adding new 
words to old 
songs

Which 
instrument?

Adjust the 
Volume

Grandmother’s 
Footsteps

Matching 
Sound 
Makers

Matching 
Sounds

Story 
Sounds

Hidden 
Instruments

Musical 
Show and 
Tell

Animal 
Sounds

Action 
Songs

Listen to the 
music

Roly Poly

Follow the 
Sound

Noisy 
NeighbourWords 

about 
Sounds

The Pied 
Piper



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Key role:
Home.



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6
Week 7

Activities throughout:
Mark Making and 
following patterns.
Pencil Control Sheets
Making Cards
Drawing 
Shopping Lists
Letters 
Postcards
Stencils

Using 
Quills/Bristles to 
make own name. 



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Copy patterns and sequences. 
Match numbers to the numeral. 
(also story focuses).
Collect the manipulatives from 
Jelly.
Shape Pictures 
Shape Jigsaws

 

Jelly 
numbers with 
coloured 
sand.

Snowflake 
matching 
with pom 
poms



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Phonics related links.
Reading for Pleasure.
Role Play activities - use of props.
Light box ideas.
 



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6
Week 7

Activities throughout:
Sea Animals
Containers 
Jugs
Boats
Number Balls

Winter 
Animals



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Buckets and Spades
Sand Moulds
Diggers

PVA glue 
making 
snow.



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Construct the patterns using blocks.
Tube building
Tool Bench
Stiglo Bricks
Lego

Velcro Block 
Building

Make an Ice 
Fort



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Circle Games

Cold and 
Frosty 
Morning 
Artwork.Using 

Aluminum 
Foil to create 
patterns.

Target 
Practice.

Movement 
Path 
Instructions.



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Jigsaws
Tweezers
Play dough
Cutting characters from stories.

Stickman and 
Gruffalo’s Child Tuff 
Tray

Cutting 
straws.



Continuous Provision
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6Week 7

Activities throughout:
Craft - decorating themed pictures.
Paint Crafts
Different Materials - pom poms, 
feather, glitter, coloured sand.

Sponge Paint 
Poppies

Firework 
Painting

Using Sand 
and Glitter


