
	
WORKING TOWARDS THE EXPECTED STANDARD TAF  
Write for a range of purposes. 

Use paragraphs to organise ideas.  

In narratives, describe settings & 
characters  

In non-narrative, use simple devices to structure the writing and 
support the reader (E.g.’s: headings, sub-headings and bullet 
points).  

Use capital letters mostly correctly.  

Use full stops mostly correctly.  

Use question marks mostly correctly.  

Use commas for lists mostly correctly.  

Use apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly.  

Spell correctly most words from the year 3/4 spelling list.  

Spell some words from the year 5/6 spelling list.  

Write legibly. 
  

WORKING AT EXPECTED STANDARD TAF 
Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that 
shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct 
address in instructions and persuasive writing). 
In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere.  
Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action.  
Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, 
doing this mostly appropriately. E.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative.  

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, 
doing this mostly appropriately. E.g. using passive verbs to affect how information is 
presented.  

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, 
doing this mostly appropriately. E.g. using modal verbs to suggest degrees of 
possibility.  
Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and 
place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs.  
Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing.  
Use exclamation marks mostly correctly.  
Use inverted commas mostly correctly.  
Use commas to separate clauses mostly correctly (including parenthesis).  
Use brackets mostly correctly.  
Use colons to introduce lists mostly correctly.  
Use semi-colons mostly correctly.  
Use dashes for parenthesis mostly correctly.  
Use hyphens mostly correctly.  
Spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list and use a dictionary 
to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary.  
Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 
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WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH TAF 
Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 
independently on what they have read as models for their own writing E.g. structure - all key features of the text have 
been included and are consistently used, so that the structure of the text is typical of the text type.  

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 
independently on what they have read as models for their own writing E.g. characterisation - person, tense and sentence 
structures written are typical of the text type.   

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 
independently on what they have read as models for their own writing E.g. literary language - Vocabulary choice is 
deliberate, thinking about the audience for the piece of writing (public-adults; children, country etc).  

Distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register.  

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. choice of person for the purpose of being formal/informal (formal – third, informal – first).  

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. Use of clause structures for informal style – internal questions.   

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. Use of adverbials and prepositional phrases to provide personal details.   

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. Use of active voice to speak and engage reader.  

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. Use of passive voice for formality. 

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. Multi-clause sentences for formal writing (use adverbials and relative clause). 

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this. E.g. Vocabulary choices match whether it is formal or informal 

Use colons to separate clauses mostly correctly.  

Use dashes to separate clauses mostly correctly.  

Use a range of punctuation for parenthesis (brackets, commas and dashes) mostly correctly.  

When necessary, use punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity. 

Assessing using TAF Statements  
  
To be assessed as working towards the standard 
(WTS), the pupil must have evidence of all 
statements and this must be from more than one 
occasion.  

To be assessed at working at the expected 
standard (EXS), the pupil must have evidence of 
all WTS statements and all EXS statements. 
There are examples of evidence that may be 
seen for the statements:  
Select vocabulary and grammatical structures 
that reflect what the writing requires, doing this 
mostly appropriately.  
Use a range of punctuation taught at KS2 mostly 
correctly.  
As these are examples, there does not need to 
be evidence of all examples in order to have 
evidence of the statement. However, it would be 
expected to have a few of these examples as 
evidence for these statements. 

To be assessed at working at greater depth 
(GDS), the pupil must have evidence of all WTS, 
EXS and GDS statements. There are examples 
of evidence that may be seen for the statements:  
Write effectively for a range of purposes and 
audiences, selecting the appropriate form and 
drawing independently on what they have read 
as models for their own writing.  
Exercise an assured and conscious control over 
levels of formality, particularly through 
manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve 
this.  
Use a range of punctuation taught at KS2 
correctly.  
As these are examples, there does not need to 
be evidence of all examples in order to have 
evidence of the statement. However, it would be 
expected to have a few of these examples as 
evidence for these statements.  
 



	

SENTENCE 
AF5 Vary sentences for clarity, purpose 
and effect  
He/she can use co-ordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions.  

He/she can use a wide range of clause 
structures, sometimes varying their position 
within the sentence. 

Use adverbs, preposition phrases and 
expanded noun phrases effectively to add 
detail, qualification and precision. 

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION 
AF3 – organise and present whole texts 
effectively, sequencing and structuring 
information, ideas and events 
AF4 – construct paragraphs and use 
cohesion within and between paragraphs 

In some forms of writing, he/she displays 
some basic sequencing of ideas or material.  

In some forms of writing, openings and / or 
closings are signalled e.g. developing 
opening around character / setting / time of 
day / weather.  

In some forms of writing, he/she can place 
ideas in paragraphs / sections grouped by 
content, some linking by simple pronouns.  

In some forms of writing, he/she can use 
some internal structure within paragraphs / 
sections e.g. simple topic sentences to 
introduce paragraphs in non-fiction. 

COMPOSITION 
AF1 – write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful 
texts 
AF2 – produce texts which are appropriate to task, 
reader and purpose 
He/she can make main purpose of writing clear & 
incorporates relevant content to inform or engage 
reader. 

He/she can ensure a straightforward viewpoint is 
generally established and maintained.  

He/she can make some use of stylistic features support 
purpose e.g. use of similes. 

He/she can write genres independently at length using 
features that are appropriate to the task e.g. formality: 
Diaries 
Autobiography/Biography  
Description 
Recounts 
Poetry 
Information text 
Non-chronological report 
Explanation text 
Persuasion  
Argument 
Discussion 

WORD 
In most writing he/she can convert nouns or adjectives 
into verbs using suffixes:  
Examples: 
–ate 
-ise 
-ify  
In most writing he/she can understand and use verb 
prefixes:  
dis- 
de- 
mis- 
over- 

TERMINOLOGY AND HANDWRITING 
Terminology 
He/she understands and uses the terms: 
relative clause. 
modal verb. 	
relative pronoun. 
parenthesis. 
bracket.	
dash. 
cohesion.  
ambiguity. 	
DRAFTING AND EDITING 
AF8 -  how  to plan, revise & evaluate writing 
He/she can note and develop initial ideas. 

He/she can plan writing by identifying the 
audience and purpose of writing.   

He/she can assess the effectiveness of their own 
and other’s writing.  

He/she can propose changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning.  

He/she can ensure consistent and correct use of 
tense throughout writing.  

He/she can perform their own compositions using 
the appropriate intonation, volume and 
movements so that their meaning is clear.  

He/she can proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation errors.  


